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Request for Application (RFA) 
The District Detroit  

Neighborhood History Study and Report 
 

April 24, 2024 
 

Schedule: 
 
Application opens:   Wednesday, April 24, 2024 at Noon ET 
Application closes:   Friday, June 21, 2024 at Noon ET 
Decision notification:  Wednesday, July 17, 2024 (Subject to change) 
 

Questions and RFA Contact:    
Chimene Anderson, Community Relations Manager 
Olympia Development of Michigan  
NeighborhoodStudy@TheDistrictDetroitOC.com 
 

I. Introduction  

Related Olympia Predevelopment Company (“Developer”), a joint venture between ODM 
Real Estate Ventures, LLC and Related Detroit LLC, is developing hotel, residential, retail 
and office projects in The District Detroit, to among other things, help attract, develop and 
retain talent, and drive forward inclusive economic development in Detroit and Michigan. 
(Exhibit B) 
 
Pursuant to City of Detroit Ordinance, No. 2021-4, effective as December 8, 2021 (the 
“Community Benefits Ordinance”), and codified in Chapter 12 Article VIII of the 2019 
Detroit City Code (“Code”), certain development projects referred to as “Tier 1 
Development Projects” are required to undergo certain community engagement 
procedures as set forth in the Community Benefits Ordinance, to permit members of the 
Neighborhood Advisory Council (as defined in the Community Benefits Ordinance) to 
make developers aware of concerns related to the Project and discuss methods of 
addressing concerns raised by the Neighborhood Advisory Council (the “CBO Process”). 
 
Accordingly, a series of public meetings were held November 2023 – February 2024, 
resulting in approval by the Neighborhood Advisory Council (NAC) of The District Detroit 
Community Benefits Agreement (CBA). The CBA subsequently was presented to and 
approved by Detroit City Council.  

 
The CBA includes a commitment for the Developer to commission a study to research, 
document, and memorialize the history of Detroiters in the Brush Park, Paradise Valley, 
Black Bottom, Cass Corridor and Cass Park neighborhoods. (Exhibit A) The study shall 
be commissioned from a local non-profit, historical, or educational institution using a 
competitive process intended to involve and incorporate diverse groups of voices and 

mailto:NeighborhoodStudy@TheDistrictDetroitOC.com
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perspectives. The study’s results shall be delivered to the City and to the NAC and be 
made freely available online to the public.  

 

II. CBO Impact Area and Historic Neighborhoods  

 

The City’s Planning and Development Department (PDD) defined The District Detroit 
project’s impact area as depicted in Figure 1. The impact area is bounded by: 

● Martin Luther King Blvd. and Mack Ave. to the north 

● I-75 and I-375 to the east 
● Macomb St., Monroe St., and Michigan Ave. to the south 

● M-10 to the west 

This area also includes The District Detroit neighborhood and all or part of the following 
historic neighborhoods: Brush Park, Paradise Valley, Cass Corridor/Cass Park and Black 
Bottom. 

 

 

FIGURE 1   

City of Detroit PPD District Detroit Impact Area Map  •••••••••••••••••••• 
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III. Scope of Work   

 
Goal 
● With a focus on people, places (location of historic event), and experiences, the 

purpose of this study is to inform the Developer on a related series of culturally 
relevant, educational, and engaging memorials that commemorate the history of 
Detroiters in the Brush Park, Paradise Valley, Black Bottom and Cass 
Corridor/Cass Park neighborhoods. These memorializations are intended to 
continue telling the already documented stories and significance of these 
neighborhoods by integrating current memorials, with new and innovative 
dedications in the development area, with an emphasis in The District Detroit. 
Ultimately, Detroiters, Michiganders, tourists and others from near and far – 
especially families and children – will learn, understand and appreciate the 
collective history, cultures and sense of these communities.  

 
Deliverables  
● The Developer has publicly committed to a purpose-driven development around 

five core values and any work and deliverable shall be consistent with these 

values.  

● Respondents identifying as a historical consulting or research firm, or both, can 
and will partner with a local non-profit, historical or educational institution. 

● Results of this study will be presented by the respondent to the Developer, 
Neighborhood Advisory Council, the city, and will made freely available online to 
the public. 

● Research 

o Review historic reports already done and use them as an entry point to do 
more in depth research.   

o Provide documented evidence that demonstrates and substantiates the 
research. 

o Utilize and properly cite archives, library, database and primary sources as 
defined by the Michigan Historical Commission Utilize and properly cite 
archives, library, database and provide primary source documentation as 
defined by the Michigan Historical Commission  
(https://www.michigan.gov/mhc/historical-markers/how-to-apply):  
▪ primary sources—sources created by people who saw or 

participated in an event and recorded it at the time, or documents of 
legal transactions. Offer photocopies of secondary sources such as 
published county and community histories.  

● Document 
o Generate a reader-friendly report in applicable formats (written, digital, etc.) 

with findings of the study, including photos and other relevant supporting 
documentation. 

o Create a presentation deck to complement the study that will be presented 
to the Developer, Neighborhood Advisory Council, the city, and will made 
freely available online to the public. 

https://www.michigan.gov/mhc/historical-markers/how-to-apply
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o Both the report and deck should offer clarity of written communication that 
should be simple, concise and inform future memorialization decisions of 
the Developer. 

● Memorialize 

o Inform the developer on various unique and innovative ways to memorialize 
people, places and experiences, including companies that specialize in 
specific types of memorialization and the associated costs.  

o If a Michigan Historical Marker is recommended, complete the Michigan 
Historical Marker application (Exhibit C) and hand over to the Developer. 
All applicable submission fees will be paid by the Developer.  
 

Reporting  
● A regular cadence of project updates will be required and determined in concert 

with the selected respondent. 
 
Study Funding 
● The study will be funded with a $50,000 grant from the Developer.  

 

IV. Submission Requirements and Process 
 
All submitted applications will be considered confidential and proprietary to the Developer. 
The respondent must submit a completed application package that includes the following: 
 
Cover Letter   
● Who you are - whether a local non-profit, historical, or educational institution? 

● Include the makeup of organization, board, staff, volunteers, etc.   
● A description of your understanding of the project. 
● *Are you or are you collaborating with a Detroit-based respondent? 

● Willingness to collaborate with another proposal respondent.  
 
*Note: Preference is for a Detroit-based respondent(s). 

 
Section 1 - Project Approach 
● Offer a detailed description of your approach to the project including the role of 

each relevant contributor to complete the scope of work.  
● Show a detailed description of your method for conducting historical research and 

ways to document findings. 
● Justify why the chosen methods are appropriate and suitable for your research. 
● Include at least three relevant examples of past completed work that are of a 

similar scope of the proposed project. Please include the client name, your role 
and summary of the completed project.  

● Discuss any ethical issues that may arise during your research and explain how 
you plan to address them. 

● If your research involves oral histories or in-person interviews, explain how you will 
ensure informed consent and privacy. 
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● Identify whether your organizations, or any of your sub-consultants, is a minority- 
or woman-owned business enterprise and/or whether your firm, or your 
subconsultants, are registered with a national historical research organization, or 
the City of Detroit Civil Rights, Inclusion and Opportunity Department Office 
(CRIO). Proof of certification is required and must be submitted with the 
application.  
 

Section 2 - Project Personnel 
● Provide a project organization chart, including consultants and collaborative 

partners.  
● Include as an attachment, a one-page resume for each project team member 

specifically identifying relevant historical research experience, if applicable. 

 
Section 3 - Project Budget and Completion Timeline 
● Respondent will provide a timeline for completion of the study and other scope of 

work deliverables.   
● Outline a project budget that identifies costs associated with completing this study. 

This includes direct costs such as travel, materials, labor, etc. and indirect costs 
such as overhead and administrative expenses.  

 
The application should be no more than 10 pages (not including attachments), portrait 
layout, single space, size 12 font (Calibri or Arial), justified alignment and on 8.5x11 paper. 
All submissions must be uploaded at TheDistrictDetroitOC.com/NeighborhoodRFA in a 
PDF format and are due at Noon ET on Friday, May 31, 2024. Submissions received 
after this deadline will not be accepted. 
 
If desired, supplementary hardcopy submissions may be delivered to: The District Detroit 
Opportunity Center, Attn: Chimene Anderson, 2277 Woodward Avenue, Detroit, Michigan 
48201.  

 

V. Evaluation and Selection Process  
 
During the selection process, proposals may be considered by an Advisory Committee 
(AC) comprised of individuals selected by Developer or may be considered solely at the 
discretion of the Developer.  

 
Only those proposals that satisfy the requirements described in this RFA, will be 
considered for evaluation. The AC and/or Developer reserves the right to request oral 
presentations or additional information from any Respondent. These presentations 
provide an opportunity for the Respondents to clarify the application. The Developer will 
schedule these presentations, if required. 
 
The Developer also reserves the right to reject any application with or without cause, to 
negotiate with any source it has selected as qualified, to not award a grant, or to award 
one or more grants. 

https://thedistrictdetroitoc.com/request-for-applications-the-district-detroit-arts-culture-neighborhood-history-study-and-report
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Only those proposals receiving a score of 80 points or more will be considered for an 
award. Organizations will be notified of selection by June 26, 2024.  
 
Weight 
 
Responses to this RFA will be evaluated using the following criteria and point allocation: 
 
Understanding RFA  
● Demonstrates understanding of deliverables.   

10 points 

Historical Research Experience 
● Provide 3 examples with detail.  

35 points  

Project Approach  
● Primary research  

● Community engagement approach 

● Collaboration  

● Creativity, innovation and uniqueness shown with 

series of memorialization recommendations, e.g. 

markers, interpretive panels and displays, tribute or 

historic wall displays.   

50 points 

Detroit-based and registered with CRIO  5 points 
TOTAL 100 points  

  

VI. Ownership of Confidential Information 
 
The recipient acknowledges that any concept, discovery, material, or information 
developed from submission of application is and shall remain the sole and exclusive 
property of the Developer (collectively the “End Product”). Furthermore, recipient agrees 
that Developer shall hold all right, title and interest in and to the End Product including all 
patents, copyrights, trademarks, registrations and such other intellectual property rights 
therein, whether developed solely by Recipient for Developer or jointly by Recipient and 
Developer. The recipient further agrees to execute all instruments or documents required 
or reasonably requested to perfect or record the right, title or interest of Developer in or 
to an End Product. 
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Exhibit A: Community Benefits Agreement - Arts & Culture - 
Neighborhood History Study and Report Requirement 

 
 
Section L. Arts and Culture 
 
Neighborhood History Study and Report: Within one (1) year of the final approval of 
the TBP, Developer will commission a study, and fund such study with a grant of at least 
fifty thousand dollars ($50,000), to research, document, and memorialize the history of 
Detroiters in the Brush Park, Paradise Valley, Cass Corridor, Black Bottom and Cass Park 
neighborhoods. Such study shall be commissioned from local non-profit, historical, or 
educational institution using a competitive proposal process intended to involve a diverse 
group of voices and perspectives in such study. Developer shall involve the City of Detroit 
Office of Arts, Culture, and Entrepreneurship (“ACE”) and a NAC Liaison to assist in 
creating the study proposal and to select the entity or entities from whom such study is 
commissioned. The results of such study shall be delivered to the City and to the NAC 
and be made freely available online to the public. Developer will work with a NAC Liaison 
to coordinate and determine the appropriate number of and location of markers 
memorializing the history of the Brush Park, Paradise Valley, Cass Corridor, Black Bottom 
and Cass Park neighborhoods, consistent with the results of the neighborhood history 
study, the costs of which markers are included a part of Developer’s construction budgets. 
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Exhibit B: Developer Core Values 
 

About Olympia Development of Michigan and Related Companies  
 
Olympia Development of Michigan, an Ilitch company, is a real estate development firm 
dedicated to improving the lives of people who live, work, and play in Detroit and beyond. 
Through catalytic developments, innovative design and construction, and inclusive 
placemaking, Olympia Development continues to create jobs, produce needed housing, 
increase tax base, and grow businesses in Detroit while steadily creating one of the 
world’s most dynamic sports and entertainment destinations, The District Detroit. 

Related Companies is widely recognized as one of the most innovative and prolific 
developers in the U.S. today. We are dedicated to the highest standards of all aspects of 
the real estate equation and one of the largest developers of privately-owned affordable 
housing in the U.S., with a portfolio of 60,000 affordable and workforce apartments. To 
ensure our vision is realized, we offer in-house expertise that spans every discipline 
including site identification and assembly, zoning and entitlements, financing, master 
planning, design, construction, marketing, leasing and sales. 

The Developer has publicly committed to a purpose-driven development around five core 
values listed below, and any work and deliverable shall be consistent with these values. 
Our purpose-driven development will prioritize prosperity for Detroiters through inclusion, 
equity and the environment.  

CORE VALUES 
 

● Education: Increase access to education and expanded opportunities for 
Detroiters. 

 
● Employment: Expand entrepreneurship, career and job opportunities for 

Detroiters. 
 

● Economic Inclusion: Intentional inclusion of historically disenfranchised 
businesses, coupled with a commitment to fostering generational wealth and 
addressing societal needs such as affordable housing. 

 
● Environmental Justice: Build The District Detroit with a sustainability framework 

that improves the lives of Detroiters. 
 
● Engagement: Create an inclusive environment where all Detroiters can take part 

in the programming and activations in The District Detroit 
 
 
 

 
 



                                            

Page 9 

 

Exhibit C: Michigan Historical Commission Marker Application 
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Exhibit D: Example of Historical Research 
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